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1.  What did Joe do to prove 

the peddler was dishonest? 

 

a.  broke Annie’s “dragon   

     egg” on the ground 

b.  smashed his watermelon 

     with a hammer 

c.  forced the peddler to tell 

     the truth 

d.  dropped his “dragon egg” 

     on the floor 

 

2.  How much did each person 

pay for a dragon egg? 

 

a.  one dollar 

b.  one thousand dollars 

c.  one hundred dollars 

d.  one million dollars 

3. “Spectro” is a Latin word 

meaning “look.” 

 

 

 

What does inspected mean? 

 

a.  picked up 

b.  looked at 

c.  cut up 

d.  dropped 

 

4.  1  The villagers’ opinions of 

the peddler changed.  How did 

they feel about him in the 

beginning of the story? 

 

_________________________ 

 
2  How did they feel about him 

at the end of the story? 

 

_________________________ 
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1.  The author’s purpose for 

writing this passage was— 

 

a.  for entertainment. 

b.  to warn people not to buy 

     from peddlers. 

c.  to give information about 

     watermelons. 

d.  to show how smart Joe is. 

2.  Which of the following can 

be added to the flow chart? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a.  The peddler left town. 

b.  They ate watermelon. 

c.   Annie cared for her egg. 

d.  Joe broke his egg. 

3.  In which word is the 

apostrophe used to indicate a 

plural possessive? 

 

a.  Joe’s watermelon 

b.  it’s big 

c.  villagers’ money 

d.  Annie’s egg 

 

4.  What genre, or type of 

literature, is the story? 

 

a.  myth 

b.  trickster tale 

c.  fairytale 

d.  newspaper 
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1.  What caused the villagers 

to believe the peddler? 

 

a.  He had been to their  

     village before. 

b.  They wanted to be rich. 

c.   Joe said the peddler 

     was trustworthy. 

d.  They felt sorry for the 

     peddler.   

2.  What were the villagers 

hoping the peddler was 

bringing to their village? 

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________ 

 

3.  In paragraph 29, why did 

the author bold and italicize 

the words to be? 

 

a.  to emphasize Joe’s tone     

b.  it was a mistake 

c.  to show that Joe was  

     yelling at the villagers 

d.  to indicate that the story 

     would end soon 

4.  What was the peddler’s 

problem? 

 

a.  They wanted to put him in  

     jail. 

b.  The eggs got broken. 

c.   The villagers wanted him 

      to move to their village. 

d.  The peddler did not know 

      how to get back home. 
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1.  What does the word 

alternating in paragraph 5 

mean?  

 

a.  solid 

b.  permanent  

c.  changing from one to  

     another 

d.  never changing 

2.  Fact (F) or Opinion (O)? 

 

___a.  The peddler was  

           dishonest. 
 
___b.  The villagers were 

            greedier than the  

            peddler. 
 
___c.  Joe was wrong to drop 

           the dragon egg. 
 
___d.  The dragon eggs were  

           really watermelons. 

3.  “Portare” is a Latin word 

meaning “carry.”   

 

 

 

What do the words portable 

crate mean? 

a.  a box that is attached to the  

     ground 

b.  a crate that cannot be  

     moved 

c.  a movable box 

d.  a crate that is immovable 

4.  How did the peddler solve 

his problem? 

 

a.  He agreed to return their  

     money and leave town. 

b.  He slipped out of town  

     before the villagers could 

     catch him. 

c.  He asked Joe to help him 

     leave town. 

d.  He agreed to bring more 

     watermelons next year. 

 Name______________________________   Date______________________ 
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“Joe inspected the dragon...” 

“... from its portable crate.” 

The  
peddler 

arrived 

in the 
village. 

Joe 
bought 

a 

dragon 
egg. 

 


